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OUTER BANKS
FOREVER

Outer Banks Forever (OBXF) is
the official nonprofit partner
of our Outer Banks national
parks—Cape Hatteras National
Seashore, Fort Raleigh National
Historic Site, and Wright
Brothers National Memorial—
helping to protect and enhance
these special places.
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LETTER FROM OUR BOARD PRESIDENT

SINCE THE FOUNDING of Outer Banks Forever (OBXF) in 2019, more than
1,700 individuals, families, businesses, and organizations from all over
the United States (and beyond!) have supported our mission to protect
and enhance our Outer Banks national parks. April 2024 marked OBXF’s
fifth “birthday,” and we celebrated the supporters and donors who
helped us raise $1 million for these special places.

Introduced in December 2024, our new Parks Forever Fund pools donor
and business partner donations to address the Outer Banks national
parks’ needs—both immediate and long-term. To date, the Parks Forever
Fund has raised $13,000 for education, preservation, conservation, and
exhibit enhancements to make our Outer Banks national parks accessi-
ble to all ages and abilities.

We will be forever grateful to Jessica Barnes, our founding director,

who has moved on to new opportunities and we wish her the best in
her future endeavors. It was Jessica who nominated REAL Watersports
for the 2024 Public Lands Alliance Corporate Stewardship Award. As
co-founder of REAL Watersports, | am honored to receive this national
recognition in support of OBFX and hope it encourages other businesses

to support our three Outer Banks national parks on a consistent basis!
/

Sincerely,
Trip Ferman

Trip Forman, President, OBXF Advisory Board
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OBX NPS Visitors and Economic Impact

3,444,33
TOTAL VISITORS IN 2024

Park visitors spent millions of
dollars in the towns and villages
surrounding our three national
parks in 2024. These expenditures
supported thousands of jobs and
added millions in labor income, value,
and economic output. In fact, all
three parks ranked among the top 15
for number of visitors in their park
category (seashore, national historic
site and national memorial). We are
proud of the value our parks bring
to our Outer Banks community!

CAPE HATTERAS NS:

2.7 MILLION+

VISITORS IN 2024

WRIGHT BROTHERS NM:

400,000+

VISITORS IN 2024

FORT RALEIGH NHS:

VISITORS IN 2024

ANNUAL REPORT 2024

1



2

Cape H

YOUR PARKS, YOUR IMPACT

WE ARE SO GRATEFUL TO EACH OF YOU WHO GAVE IN 2024 to support our work to protect
and enhance these special places! Together, we are making waves and supporting our
‘national parks through some of their biggest challenges to date. We celebrated our fifth
birthday in 2024, marking five years of supporting our parks. People like you make it possible

for us to preserve these inspiring parks now and for future generations.

$10,000+
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FREEDOM TRAIL AT FORT RALEIGH NHS

The newly enhanced Freedom Trail at Fort Raleigh
National Historic Site opened to the public in
June 2024. This 1.25-mile wooded trail through

a maritime forest offers visitors space to reflect
on those who sought freedom from enslavement,
risking everything to create a safe haven on
Roanoke Island in 1862. It features original artwork
by Sonja Griffin Evans during and after the Civil
War, life-sized silhouettes, and expanded educa-

tional signage.

The Freedom Trail is made possible by a part-
nership between local community members who
are descendants of the Freedmen’s Colony, the
National Park Service, our generous supporters,
and grant funding from the 400 Years of African
American History Commission and the National

Park Foundation.
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Richard Ghione
Tess Gilbert

Sharon Glinsky
David Goodwin
Katherine Gosnell
Bernadette Goydish
Christie & Mike Graf
Nick Graham

David Green

Kathy & Brian Grieff
Ann Groves

Patti Gwin

Hannah Hagewood

Hilton & Glenda Haines
Jenifer Hamilton
Donna Hampton
Elizabeth Hancock
Karen Haneke

Amy Hanna

Eileen Hannan

Amy Hanzel

Harbor Plumbing LLC
CM & Lynda Harris
Kimberly Harris
Richard Harshman
Robert Harwood

John & Lynn Hasteadt
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Aaron Houston
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$100-$499 CONT.

Anna Hovancik
Deborah Hoyt
Cynthia Hudy

Lynda Huey

Moira & Rusty Hughes
Karyn Hyland

Matt & Lauren Imboden
Mary Ellen Indovina
Laurie Irace

Carol & Nev Jackson
Lisa & Pete Jackson
Dennis Jones

Rosa Jones

Stephen Jones &
Rebecca Burcher Jones

Kathrine Jordan
Sarah Jozefiak
Jeffrey Keenen

Paul Kelley, Sr.
Bill Kelly
Debra Kelly

| Sea turtle species:
Green, Leatherback (rare),
and Kemp's Ridley (rare)
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Loggerhead,

Cape Hatteras National Seashore
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Tom Morgan
Paula Morris
Tempestt Mars Garland Mosby
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ADOPT A SEA TURTLE NEST
BY THE NUMBERS

NUMBER OF EGGS LAID: NESTS ADOPTED

29,533 | 3(

NUMBER OF NESTS: '
3 : 3 HATCHLINGS

FUNDS RAISED $31,177

Stephen Oliver
Nancy Opalack
Open Water
Susan Osborne
Julia Osborne

Daniel & Pamela
O’Sullivan

OuterBanks.com
Randall & Nancy Pagels
Paige Parks

Valerie Perkins
Nancy Person

Mary Peterson

Cole Peterson

Nancy Pfouts

Tom Phalen

Nancy Phillips

Janet Phipps

Helen Pierce

Brad Pittman
Matthew & Olivia Ponchin
Rodney Poole
Sandra & Ed Potocki
Matt Proctor

Louise Ravenel
Carol Rawls

Michael Reddy-Miller
Paul Rettinger

Dayna Revay
Kimberly Reynard
Cynthia Reynolds
Diane Richard
Monica Riese

Rebecca Rieser &
Jason Felser

Kathy Roberts
Michelle Robl

Pat Rosen

Margarita Rushing
Helmi Saidleman
William Sandridge, Jr.
Michael Scarff

Anita Schmidt &
Scott Rankins

Daniel Schmoyer &
Kim Finch
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Sean Scott

Elizabeth Scott

Second Wave Foundation
Delrene Seegott

Ashley Seeley

Betty Seeley

Jari Seirio

Nada Sellers

Rebecca Sentell
Serenity Seaside Cottage
Kelly & Michelle Sexton
Kelly Seyed

Christine Shiflett

Patti & David
Shufflebarger

Sisters Two

Leslie Skowronek

Amy Small

Jay Smith

Barry Solarczyk

Lauren Soleil

Susan Soroka

Tonya Speight

Captain William Sposato
Lisa Spruill

Dave Stansberry

Gay Statler

Emily Sterling
Rebecca Stiles
Shawn Stout
Rhonda Strickland
Arthur Strissel
Camie Strong

Kelli Stultz

Helen Sublette

Marie Sullivan

April Sussman
Robert Sutton
Stephen Tehansky
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David Thacker

Paula Thatcher
Douglas Thomas
Wayne & Robin Thomas
Joseph Thomas
Nancy Thomas

Sarah Thomas-Jones
Jennifer Thompson

Karla Thompson

Julia Tolly

Susan Tomanelli

Bruce Treut

Donna & Terry Troutman

Under the Sun Beach
House

Shari Underwood &
Debby Grizzard

Kate Untiedt
Thelma Vann

John Cole Wahab
Anne & John Walker
Rebecca Watkins
Kimberly Weier
Marcia Welch

Debra & Richard
Wengrzyn

Barbara & Andrew Werner
Patricia Willis
Shannon Winakur
Dennis Wisniewski
Lynne Wohner
Cindy Womble
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Elaine Wood
Thurman Worthington
Lari Woyansky

Joni & Philip Wyatt
Kelly Yeats Hoover
David Young

Stacy Youssef
Richard Zamorski
John Zelinsky
Zigman Zulkowski

$1-$99

Miriam & Robert Ackley
Jackie & Sam Adams
Lorrie Akers

Dominik Altevogt
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John Anderson

App State English
Department

Tamara Basile
Arthur Bennet
James Bensen
Barbara Benwell
Linda Bianchi
Kathryn Birgel
Trent & Jenni Blythe
Robert & Judith Boertje
David Bottegal

Tony Bruno

BSA Scout Troop 116
Scott Buckalew
Mary Bullard

Mandy Butler

Annie Butler

PATHWAYS TO YOUR NATIONAL PARKS

Our donors and supporters raised over $800,000
for a multiuse pathway that connects Route 12
to Old Lighthouse Beach and the Cape Hatteras
Lighthouse! Now that this path is complete, with
both locals and visitors using it, we will add
some finishing touches in 2025. These include
new trailhead and educational signage, land-
scape enhancements, and a new family-friendly,
accessible restroom and shower facility.
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Sandra Curtis
Charles Daraio
Lisa Davis
Michael Dunn
Mary Elliott
Nicole & Levi Erickson
Chris Farr
Shannon Feldmann
Beth Fetterhoff
Sara Filling

Kirk Fisher

Keith Forbes
Phillip Foster
Abigail Gage
Mary Gallagher
Grant Garrison
Christy Gayle
Judy Geckeler
Kate Gennaro

Stephen & Gwen
Gerhardt

Misty Goodman
Julia Gray
Tiffany Gray
Susan Harton
Emma Harvey
Dan Haugen
Alissa Hazlett
Patricia Hearron

Laura Hedrick Hollis
Elizabeth Hertz
Heidi Hey-Scharbach
Hannah Hicks
Martha Hika

Dorijs Hill

Diana Horton

Chris Huddle

Lucy & Jim Hurley
Buddy Idol

Greg James

Heather Jenkins
Bridget Johnston
Lisa Joyner

Alex Kalisz

Claire Kaylor

Jean & Paul Kerley
Carole Kimmel
Madelyn Knight
Rowan ISrueger

Kyle Laupus

Bruce & Claire Lawrence
Jerica Lawson
Barbara Lennon
Maddyn Lewis
Elizabeth Lindh
Roger Locke
Barbara Long
Lourdes Luis
Stephanie Madalena
Mary & George Major
Candice May

Meg McAbee

Janet McCarthy
Donna McCaslin
Ashley McCormack

THE WRIGHT FLIGHT ACADEMY

In partnership with First Flight High School in Kill
Devil Hills, Dare County Schools, and the NPS,
OBXF continued supporting the Wright Flight
Academy in 2024. Over a two-year period, 23
high schoolers have been tasked with building a
functional two-seater airplane on the grounds of
the Wright Brothers National Memorial.

After the Van’s Aircraft RV-12iS is built, it will
undergo extensive testing and certification by the
FAA. Each student will have a chance to ride as

a passenger, with takeoff and landing at Wright
Brothers National Memorial’s First Flight Airport.
OBXF is proud to be the official sponsor of a

video series created by Rayolight Productions that

documents the students’ progress.

Jim & Nancy MclIntosh Emily Parsons

Oshie Pecora &
Krystyn Elaine Pecora

Lauren Meier
Christine Mellish

Nate Meloon Katherine Pfouts

Kellie Pfouts
Amy Piva

Kristyanne Melson
Christopher Melton
Richard Metzler
Therese Meyer
Kathy Midgett
Michael Moran

Jane Poole
Michael Porter
Lou Preston

Trish Puderbaugh
Colleen R. Shriver
Munir Rahbe

Amy Reams

Patty Morris
Philip Morris

Mary Morrison *
Marydayne Reeves

Phil Reppert
Cosmo Ricchuiti

Joe Mure

Heather & Jenny Murphy
Madeline Nance
Jacqueline O’Connell Sharon Richards
Carl Rintelmann
Tu Ritter

Amy Ritz

Sara O’Malley
Shelley & David Olsen

Sherri Opperman

Karen Pappas Ashley Roan

Newton Parks Kim Rup

Wright Brothers National Memorial

Beth Sabo

Jason Scarpello
Kevin Schram
Sandra Scott
Linda Carol Selsor
Phillip Shaffer
Karen Shermer

E. Thomson Shieldsr
Cathy & Thomas Shirley
Rachel Singleton
Sandra Slates
Robert Stetter
Richard Stillman
David Stover
Helene Stroop
Elizabeth Swallow
Makayla Thayer
The Hartford

Toni Treworgy
Cindy Trogdon
Amber Ungvarsky
Jennifer Vannatta

Pauline Vastakis
Hayden Waller
Joan Watts
Angela Webster
Donna Weiss
Maureen Wells
Carol Wenom
Dave White
Nina Whitmore
William Wilson
Jack Wilson
Kathy Wisiackas
Alyssa Withey
Anne Woodbury
Sarah Woolard

Mark & Courtney Britt
Worrall

Emily Wright

Chuck Yocum
Zachary Yorio

Glen Young

Linda & Walter Ziobro

This list reflects donations received between January 1, 2024, and December 31, 2024. If you do not see
your name listed, please let us know by calling 252-423-4543.
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OUR MISSION:

Outer Banks Forever is the official nonprofit partner of the
three national parks of the Outer Banks (Cape Hatteras National
Seashore, Fort Raleigh National Historic Site, and Wright
Brothers National Memorial), helping to protect and enhance
these special places through public engagement, programming,
and project support.

OUR VISION:

Our Outer Banks national parks protect much of what you love

most about being here. With your support, Outer Banks Forever
will ensure that future generations can continue to learn, grow,
and create memories here in the Outer Banks through history,
conservation, and the celebration of innovation. Together,

we will support the Outer Banks national parks by engaging
current and future visitors through philanthropy, education,
volunteerism, and partnerships.

P.O. BOX 1635, KILL DEVIL HILLS, NC 27948
www.obxforever.org




