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DIRECTOR’S LETTER:
The Outer Banks of North Carolina are often referred to as a 
“land of firsts.” These unique barrier islands are home to the 
site of the first attempted English colony in the New World, 
the first heavier-than-air powered flight, the first National 
Seashore in the United States, and many more. Cape Hatteras 
National Seashore, Fort Raleigh National Historic Site, and 
Wright Brothers National Memorial protect and celebrate 
these important local and global stories. 

For Outer Banks Forever, 2021 was also a year of firsts. We 
had more supporters than ever investing in our mission to protect and enhance 
our Outer Banks national parks, including our first and largest individual gift of 
$25,000. The generosity of our donors, whether they gave $25 or $2,500, allowed 
us to give our first donation of nearly $40,000 to our parks and to complete our 
first park improvement projects since our launch in April 2019. 

In addition to growing our impact in our parks, our organization continued its 
growth in 2021 by electing our first Board officers and bringing on our first new 
Board members since our founding Board was created. These new leaders and new 
Board members are helping us to expand our impact in our parks and to engage 
Outer Banks lovers around the region.

Our parks also exceeded 3 million visitors for the first time ever in 2021. We are 
proud to continue to work side by side with our National Park Service partners to 
help them meet the new challenges our parks face and create new ways for you 
and your family to experience our parks.

Outer Banks 
Forever

DIRECTOR

 Jessica Barnes

BOARD MEMBERS
Trip Forman, President – 
REAL Watersports

Mike Smith, Vice President –  
Village Realty

Nick Graham, Treasurer – 
Standard Insurance

Mary Helen Goodloe-Murphy – 
The Coastland Times

Beth Midgett – Midgett Realty

Dr. Paul Orser –  
My College Matters

Robert Poitras –  
Carolina Brewery

Bob Woodard – Towne 
Insurance and Dare County 
Board of Commissioners
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VIEWS FROM YOUR PARKS WEBCAM 
PROJECT
We were thrilled to announce the installation of a 
live-feed webcam on the top of the Cape Hatteras 
Lighthouse during National Park Week in April 2021! 
Made possible by a partnership with The Outer Banks 
Visitors Bureau and Surfline, this webcam offers locals 
and visitors a glimpse of the incredible view from the 
top of the lighthouse while it undergoes extensive 
renovations and will continue to allow those who may 
not be able to physically climb or visit the lighthouse a 
real-time way to stay connected to their park. 

The lighthouse webcam is the first of three webcams to 
be installed in our Outer Banks national parks as part of 
our Views from Your Parks project. 

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT: OREGON INLET  
KAYAK LAUNCH
With your support, we helped Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore unveil its first designated, mobility-friendly kayak 
launch at the popular Oregon Inlet Fishing Center in August 
2021. Improvements at the new kayak launch include a new 
loading zone, additional handicap and kayak trailer parking, 
mobility friendly access mat, cleanup of rubble and debris, 
and new educational signage. Thank you to our lead local 
sponsors TowneBank and Ocean Atlantic Rentals, as well as 
Bass Pro Shops, for their generous support of this project!

2021 SEA TURTLE SCOOP
Cape Hatteras National Seashore’s pristine beaches 
are a perfect home for our sea turtle friends. Each 
year, hundreds of sea turtles make their way onto the 
beaches to lay their eggs. Funds raised through our 
Adopt a Sea Turtle Nest program provide for projects 
that preserve and enhance Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore today and for future generations. We want to 
say thank you to our generous supporters and celebrate 
what we accomplished together in 2021!

View the webcam at www.obxforever.org

P
ho

to
: C

hu
ck

 B
ra

d
sh

aw



Our Forever Founders 
have invested $1,000 
or more in their OBX 
national parks since 
our launch. We are 
so grateful for their 
commitment to building 
a strong foundation of 
support for our parks.

Bass Pro Shops 

Betsy Werley & Bob Plows

Brenda Cummins 

Bridget Hart 

Cape Hatteras Electric 
   Cooperative 

Cat & Charlie Lineberry 

Dare County 

Greg & Eden Honeycutt 

Jason Scarpello 

Jim & Betty Mast    

Kevin & Michele Kissling 

Linda Meyers 

Mary Helen Goodloe- 
   Murphy 

Matt & Lauren Imboden  

Michael E. Smith 

National Park Foundation

Ocean Atlantic Rentals 

Paul & Amy Orser  

REAL Watersports, 
   Watermen’s Grill & 
   Watermen’s Retreat

Surfline 

The Outer Banks Visitors 
   Bureau  

TowneBank (Nags Head, NC) 

Marilyn Bray

Tom & Joy Wood & Family

OBX Forever 2021 Donors
$1000+
Anonymous 
Marilyn Bray in honor 
   of Maurice, Hennie, 
   and Frank Bray 
Bridget Hart
National Park Foundation
REAL Watersports
Tom & Joy Wood & Family

$500 - $999
Manteo Rotary Club
Jim & Betty Mast
Paul & Amy Orser
Michael Scarff

$100 - $499
Josie Adams
The Anderson Family
Tracy Andrews
William Arnold
Sarah Baines
Vicki Bair
Paul Bakus
Tammy Barnes
Bonnie & Wayne Barnes
Katherine Billingham
Mark Bittenbender
Eileen Bittner
Chanell Blandino
Lisa Blauvelt
David & Jean Boerner
Wendy Boice
Ray Bolton & Valeri 
   Dawson
Joan Boone
Valentine Breitbarth
Joseph Broughman
Lisa Brubaker
Emily Buchanan
Colette Burrus
Thomas & Debra Cafferty
Donna Callejon
Roberta & Richard Carew
Elizabeth Carney
John Caron 

Robert Cary
Jamie Childers
Mary Cloues
Nadine Cobb
Bettye Columbo
Valerie Crouch
Brenda Cummins
Nancy Dailey
Andrea & Thomas Deese
Richard Dotson
Ricky Dunn
Carolyn Engel
Emily Fair
Graf Family
Jason Felser
Jessica Finnefrock
Michael Flynn
Virginia Freeberger
Lenny & Jane Frieden
Brenda Gabler
Michelle Gardner
Mary Gaskins
Laurie Gebhardt
Colleen Gerow
Judy & Lloyd Godwin
David Goodwin
Thomas Gugerli
Hilton & Glenda Haines
Becca Haque
Kimberly Harris
Renee Haynes
Jennifer Herald
Martha Hika
E. Howell 
Deborah Hoyt
Jacqueline Huber
Lynda Huey
Michael Humphrey
Michael Husson
Matt & Lauren Imboden
Stephen Jones
Emily Jones
Megan Jones
Kenneth Joyner
Doug & Shelley Kauffman
Andrea Keenan
Mary & William Kidd

Kevin & Michele Kissling
Ronald Knur
Ron Kody
Olga Kornacki
Sara Lanphere
Diane Leider
Rebecca Lemke
Benjamin Lennon
Barbara Lennon
Lloyd Lewis
Warner Lewis-Gerow
Dennis Linaburg
Elizabeth Lindh
Cat & Charlie Lineberry
Pamela Lipsett
Carroll Lisle
Jane Little
Gloria & Peter Lloyd
Ann Lucas
Carol Main
Robin Mann
Laurel McGuigan
Betsy Mckenna
Samuel Meares
Ann Mebert
Deborah Millis 
Linda Moeller
Katharine Mooney
Paula Morris
Terri Morrow
Nancy Murphy
National Parks Conser-   
   vation Association
Larry Nelson
Joshua Newton
Nancy Nunn
Tina O’Connell
Julia Osborne
Mary Owen
Ann & Art Parker
Monet Paterson
Valerie Perkins
Ron Perrin
Tom & Sue Phalen
Colleen Shriver
Louise Ravenel
Donnie Redmond



DONOR SPOTLIGHT
BRIDGET HART, Forever Founder, 
Project Committee Member

Back in the summer of 1993 when 
my family headed to Nags Head 
for a week, I didn’t know this 
amazing place would one day be 
our home. The group was made 
up of my husband, 5-year-old son, 
one-month-old daughter, parents 

and six younger siblings who traveled from California, 
Florida, Maryland and Virginia. The age range was one 
month to 65 years, so we were on the lookout for places 
to visit and things to do that everyone would enjoy.

Our top three choices, in addition to the mandatory 
beach time and fishing trip, were visiting the Wright 
Brothers National Memorial, touring Fort Raleigh Na-
tional Historic Site, and attending a performance of the 
Lost Colony – very different activities that allowed our 
large group to have fun while learning about this special 
area. I’ll never forget the memories we made back then 
visiting our Outer Banks national parks.

When I heard a couple of years after we moved to Corolla 
that Outer Banks Forever was forming, I was excited to 
learn that in my backyard I could experience and  
support the intersection of my loves of history and  
nature. Thanks in part to my father, a 35-year Marine 

Corps officer who wrote books about old forts as my 
parents drove our big family around the country when we 
were little, I have visited at least one national park, historic 
site, historic landmark or historic trail in 49 states and two 
U.S. territories. I continue to marvel at the Outer Banks 
sites, which are all special and amazing on their own.

The more visible supporters a national park 
has, the better chance it will thrive. Outer 
Banks Forever has put the Outer Banks on the 
map when it comes to regular people like me 
being able to support our area’s national parks.

The most immediate way I could make an impact to pro-
tect and preserve our Outer Banks national parks was to 
become a Forever Founder.

We can better understand where we are going when 
we appreciate where we have been. Our Outer Banks 
national parks tell the story of our local history (that has 
global impact – hello aviation!), while also protecting 
our natural resources. They allow residents to live in this 
beautiful, history-filled spot while attracting visitors who 
keep the local economic engine running. I am proud to 
be a Forever Founder and look forward to seeing the 
impact my investment will make to protect and enhance 
these amazing parks.
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$100 - $499 Cont.

Kyle Reese
Mark Regotti
Tara Rexrode
Harold Rouzer III
Leslie Sauerbrei
Anita Schmidt
Amy Setchel
John Sheeley
Sharon Sherrod
Julie and Dan Shuren
Hadley Smith

Nicole Smith
Jeff & Michelle Smith
Leonard Smith &  
   Marcia Cummings
Libby Squire
Samantha Stallings
Brittany Sweeney
Stephen Tehansky
William Temple
Jennifer Thompson
Susan Tomanelli
Brett Trani

Richard Troiano
Two Pups Pottery
Melinda Van Buren
Ann Warnell
Joan Watts
Kathleen Welton
Kimberly Williamson
Martha Wilson
Bob Woodard
Eileen Zaenger
Miles Zugelder

$1 - $99
Kevin Abromaitis
Miriam Ackley
Elizabeth Aldridge
Jane Alexander
Cheryl Allard
Corinne Amidon
Anonymous 
Margot Ashford
Sally & Charles Ayers
Maryjo Babyak
James Baker

Jessica Barnes, Director 

A native of Virginia and long-
time Outer Banks visitor, Jessica 
received her B.A. in Business 
Communications from Hollins 
University and began her ca-
reer raising funds and managing 
volunteers in the fight against 
breast cancer. Her passion for 

the nonprofit sector took her to the west coast where 
she received her Master’s in Nonprofit Management and 
Leadership from the University of San Diego. Before 
coming to lead Outer Banks Forever, Jessica spent 
several years learning how philanthropy can support 
our public lands by leading fundraising efforts for the 
Shenandoah National Park Trust in Charlottesville, 
Virginia. Jessica has been visiting the Outer Banks with 
family and friends since she was young and is thrilled to 
now call the Outer Banks home.

Rachael Graf, Community  
Engagement Coordinator

Rachael began visiting the Outer 
Banks when she was a child, 
and she has always had a pas-
sion for these beautiful barrier 
islands. She holds a Master’s in 
Professional Writing and a B.A. in 
Individualized Studies (Journalism 

and Spanish), and she enjoys connecting people to causes 
through the power of story. Over the years, Rachael has 

had opportunities to work in K-12 education, higher 
education and the for-profit public relations sector, but 
her heart is most at home in the nonprofit world. In her 
free time, she enjoys spending time with her family and 
friends, exploring the outdoors, reading and drinking 
too much coffee. Rachael lives in scenic Central Virgin-
ia and travels to the Outer Banks often!

Nicole Erickson,  
Development Manager 

When Nicole graduated from 
the University of Virginia’s 
College at Wise with a degree 
in Psychology, she had no idea 
she would be led down the path 
of environmental nonprofits. 
Now, close to 20 years later, she 

has loved every minute of working for mission-driven 
organizations. Nicole got her start in fundraising, rela-
tionship management, and donor events at the Nation-
al Wildlife Federation in 2002 and continued that same 
line of work when she joined the development team 
at the Piedmont Environmental Council in 2014, and 
then the Shenandoah National Park Trust in 2017. As 
the newest staff member of Outer Banks Forever, she’s 
thrilled to be joining the team in the role of Develop-
ment Manager. Nicole resides in the beautiful city of 
Charlottesville, Virginia, with her husband, son, and 
sweet rescue pup, Nala.

MEET THE OBX FOREVER TEAM



Natalie Baribeault
Jessica Barnes
Edwena Basham
Chris Bedford
Sharon Beier
Jonathan Bell
Jade Bellinger
Leah Benner
Barbara Benwell
Kevin Berry
David Bitting
Rayna Blackwell
Elizabeth Bold
Lauren Bolshakov
Nina Bost
William Bowden
Deborah Bowen
Denise & George Breitinger
Barbara Brewer
Sarah Brickley
Colleen Brilhart
Otis Brown
Edward Brown Jr.
Teresa Burns
Sophia Bush
Graylyn Byrd
Timothy Canfield
James & Marie Carter 
Julie Carter
Marie Cartwright
Claudia Caruso 
Tim Castellani
Dyanne Chace
Denise Champagne
Debra Christensen
Emma Claggett
Sue & Jim Clark
Daniel Cole
Andrea Collins
Jay Collins
Lyn Coomes
Christopher Cornett
Lillian Dean
Larry Dorminy
Ryann Driscoll
Casey Dudley
Deborah Duerk
Michelle Eberhardt
Nicole & Levi Erickson
Judy Esau

Madeline Escudero
Abigail Evans
Kathleen Evans 
Debra Farlow
Ruth Feehely
Phillip Stephen Foster
Robert Foster
Janet Fowler
Marjorie Fredrickson
Jimmy Freeman
Gerry Gabrys
Gardner Family Fund
William Garrard
Cindy Garren
Patricia Gelatko
Sam Gentsch
Christie Graf
Rachael Graf
Julia Gray
Rose Greenbaum
Mary Gregory
Luis Gurgo
Bridget Hart
Mary Harvell
Emily Hasso
John & Aida Havel
Benny & Kathy Hawley
Elizabeth Hennrikus
Corey Hicks
Frankie Hill
William Holzworth
Sundae Horn
Randall Horst
Lisa Howell
Elizabeth Hsu
Danielle Hume
Karyn Hyland
Carol & Nev Jackson
Audrah John
Megan Johnson
Patricia Johnson
Lisa Joyner
Kelly Justice
Jessica Kelly
Jean & Paul Kerley
Bradley Kidd
Lynn Kitchens
Steven Knipe
Barbara Kocher
Jennifer Korndoefer

Karen Kosky
Michael Kroart
Frank Kunkel
Frances LaCasse
Angela Lail
Virginia Lancianese
Gregory Lauer
Karen Laughlin
Patricia Lawrence
Jim Lea
Mary Lett
Julie Lewis
Daniel & Sharon Lewis
Jennifer London
Ruthie Lovelace
Wendy Maris
James McIntosh
Lydia McKinney 
Ronald McNamara
Nolan Milojevich
Patricia Monihen
Marc Moskovitz
Nicole Mullen
Jenny Murphy
Nachtigaeller Fernandez
Anne Neal
James Nordwall
Jennifer Ogg
Clotile Old
Jerilyn Oltman
Jennie Orr
Daniel O’sullivan
Karen Pappas
Richard Pasqua
Chris Payne
Tiffany Perna
Victoria Petracca
Michael Porter
Millicent Prescott
Trish Puderbaugh
Muri Pugh
William Raynor
Karen Reynolds
Mary Roberts
Erin Robertson
Molly Robles
Margaret Rogers
Beth Sabo
Ann Sanders
Stacey Sanders

Evelyn Saresky
Cris Sawyer
Daniel Schmoyer
Barbara Schopp
Jeff, Jenn & Kaitlyn 
   Schwartzenberg
Glenda Scott
Anne Sentz
Phillip Shaffer
Thomas & Susan Shulthise
Matt Simpson
Leslie Skowronek
Layla Smith
Donald Smith
Wanda Smith
Cathy Smith
Richard Stillman
Rainey Stolp
Kadence Streator
Jason Szymkowiak
Chris Tabaka
Bill Taylor
Kathleen Tench
Linda Terry
Tobin D’Angelo
Loree Trexler
April Valentine
William Vehrs
Jose Vila
Eugenio Viola
Gabrielle Vogt
Caroline Walker
Carol & Robert Weghorst
Andrea Wehmeyer
William Weiss
Kathy Whitten
Shirley Wicker
Terri Williams &  
   Hubert King
Cindy Williamson
Jody Winkelman
Dennis Wisniewski
Brenna Wright
Wendy Yocum
Isabella Zeh



P.O. BOX 1635,  
KILL DEVIL HILLS, NC 27948

www.obxforever.org

    OUR MISSION:

Outer Banks Forever is the official nonprofit partner of the three national parks of 
the Outer Banks (Cape Hatteras National Seashore, Fort Raleigh National Historic 
Site, and Wright Brothers National Memorial), helping to protect and enhance these 
special places through public engagement, programming, and project support.

    OUR VISION:

The Outer Banks national parks protect much of what you love most about being 
here. With your support, Outer Banks Forever will ensure that future generations 
can continue to learn, grow, and create memories here in the Outer Banks through 
history, conservation, and the celebration of innovation. Together, we will support 
the Outer Banks national parks by engaging current and future visitors through 
philanthropy, education, volunteerism, and partnerships.
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